Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PANAMA 05667 042104Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-08 INR-10 LAB-04 
NSAE-00 SIL-01 DODE-OO PA-02 ICA-20 SP-02 HEW-06 
MED-05 SPTA-02 OMB-01 TRSE-00 /076 W 

102341 051841Z/41 

R 042059Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8312 

UNCLAS PANAMA 05667 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB.PN 

SUB J : STRIKE BY INTERNS AND RESIDENTS IN PANAMA 
REF: A. PANAMA 5355, B. PANAMA 5378, C. PANAMA 545 1 

1 . THE DOCTORS STRIKE HAS GONE INTO ITS SIXTEENTH DAY, 

WITH LITTLE PROGRESS BEING MADE. THE NEWSPAPERS CONTINUE 
TO CARRY LETTERS FROM VARIOUS GROUPS CONDEMNING THE STRIKE, 
AND THE DOCTORS CONTINUE TO CIRCULATE LEAFLETS STATING 
THEIR POSITION. YESTERDAY THE GOP ISSUED A LETTER TO THE 
STRIKERS URGING THEM TO RETURN TO THE NEGOTIATING TABLE 
AND TO WORK. THIS LETTER ALSO MADE REFERENCE TO RECENT 
IMPROVEMENTS IN MEDICAL FACILITIES, SINCE THIS HAS BECOME 
ONE OF THE SORE POINTS WITH THE STRIKERS. THE STRIKERS, 
MEANWHILE, HAVE CALLED FOR THE RESIGNATION OF THE MINISTER 
OF HEALTH. 

2. THERE HAS BEEN MUCH SPECULATION AS TO WHERE THE STRIKE 
WILL LEAD. THERE ARE RUMORS THAT BOTH SIDES MAY BE MORE 
RECEPTIVE TO NEGOTIATIONS ONCE THE ELECTIONS ARE OVER AND 
THAT THE GOP IS WILLING TO INCREASE THE DOCTORS' SALARY, 

BUT NOT AS MUCH AS DEMANDED. JORDEN 
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